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NOMINATION BALLOTS 


Members of the Association will find accompanying this issue of the NEWSLETTER a ballot for the 
nomination of officers. This year the Association is to elect a president-elect and one member of the Board 
of Directors. The Constitutions provide that, while only constituent members are eligible to hold office, all 
ACPA members participate in the nominations and now, since the recent amendment to the Constitutions, in 
the elections as well. A check through the reports of the Committee on Elections reveals a steady decline in 
the percentage of ACPA members participating in the nominations, In the first nominations held in 1949, 69 
per cent of the members participated, whereas in recent years this number has fallen to about 25 per cent. 

It is perhaps inevitable in any organization that as it increases in size the proportion of members actively par- 
ticipating declines. It was provided that ACPA nominations should be by open ballot rather than by an election 
committee to prevent the Association from being dominated by a small group of persons. This aim is de- 
feated, however, and control of the Association goes by default to a small group if the majority of members 
do not participate in the nominations. The chairman of the Committee on Elections last year recommended 
that the open ballot method of nominating be abandoned in favor of a nominating committee. The Board of 
Directors considered this proposal at their Cincinnati meeting but voted not to recommend this change among 
the amendments to the Constitutions submitted to a mail vote of the membership last fall. We may ultimate- 
ly, however, be forced to relinquish the open-ballot nomination unless a larger proportion of our members 
participate in the nominations. According to the schedule provided in the Constitutions, nominations close 
April first, which means that ballots must bear a postmark by that date in order to be counted. 


NEW LIST OF MEMBERS 


| In addition to the nomination ballots, members of the ACPA will find an up-to-date list of members of 
the Association with this issue of the NEWSLETTER. Effective January 1, 1960, the APA elected 391 new 

| ‘members, among them five ACPA associates who were automatically advanced to the status of constituent 

| members of our Association and are so listed in the new roster of members. Ten ACPA associates were 

among the 742 newly elected Associates of the APA. 


Year Constituent Associate Total % APA 
| 1949 : 144 87 231 62 
1950 173 85 258 67 
1951 225 45 270 83 
1952 258 54 312 83 
1953 291 oay4 348 84 
1954 317 «64 381 83 
1955 367 74 441 83 
1956 419 75 494 85 
1957 458 81 539 85 
1958 501 89 590 85 
1959 517 106 623 84 


1960 525 Pon 642 84 
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The newly released membership list distinguishes between con- 
stituent and associate, and charter and elected members. The Ex- 
ecutive-Secretary would be grateful were any errors in the member- 
ship list brought to his attention. The ACPA has consistently con- 
sidered it one of its aims to encourage qualified Catholic Psychol- 
ogists to join the APA. The table presented on the previous page 
gives an indication of the extent to which this goal is being achieved. 
Up until January 1, 1959 only ACPA constituent members belonged 
to the APA. Now, however, with the introduction of associate sta- 
tus in the APA as distinct from membership status, and with the 
amendment in our own ACPA Constitutions reflecting this change, 
some ACPA associate members (at the present time 14 in number) 
are also associates ef the APA. Consequently, for the years 1959 
and 1960, the column in the table headed "% APA" includes both 
ACPA constituent members and ACPA associate members, who 
are also associates of the APA. We were anxious from the begin- 
ning to avoid creating a separate group in forming the ACPA, and 
the fact that for the past ten years 83 to 85 per cent of our members 
have belonged to the APA seems sufficient indication of the fact 
that in this respect at least we have been successful. 


MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONNAIRE 


ACPA members will recall receiving with the January issue of the NEWSLETTER a questionnaire seek- 
ing information on the areas of psychology in which ACPA members are working and on their salaries as Cath- 
olic psychologists. The Board of Directors of the ACPA voted to authorize this questionnaire because it was 
felt that the information obtained would be helpful both in encouraging Catholic students to enter psychology as 
a field of professional endeavor, and also in assisting Catholic Institutions to recruit psychology staff mem- 
bers on a realistic basis. It is evident that the value of the results obtained will depend considerably upon the 
proportion of questionnaires returned. Dr. Paul Centi, to whom the questionnaires are returnable, reports 
that approximately 50 per cent have been returned to date. Because of the personal nature of the information 
requested, no names are attached to the returned questionnaires. Consequently, those not replying cannot be 
contacted personally. The appeal, therefore, to ACPA members for a return of the questionnaires must be a 
general one, but it is made very earnestly. The deadline for the return of questionnaires was originally set 
for March first. This deadline will now be set back to April first. It is quite important that you return the 
questionnaire, even if you are a religious, for whom the salary portion of the questionnaire would not apply. 
Duplicate copies of the questionnaire can be readily obtained from the Executive-Secretary in case you have 
lost or misplaced the original. Please, however, make your return by April first. | 


PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES — 


Research Clinical Psychologist. Posit ion available in New York City hospital. Ph.D. and several 
years experience required. Salary $7000 to $9000. .. . Psychologist. Mental hospital located in Ohio. Male 
or female, twenty-five years of age or older. MA.in clinical required plus internship or one year supervised 
experience. Salary: $450-500....Director of Guidance. For college for girls located in upper New York 
State. Female preferred. Salary by negotiation.... Instructor or prokessor of psychology. pre in Indiana. 
Male preferred, teaching experience. Salary: $5, 200-$8, 000. 


Members of APA interested in these positions should forward a personal resume to Dr. Paul Centi, 
Psychological Services, Fordham University, 302 Broadway, New York 7,.New York. Prospective employers 
seeking the services of psychologists on a full or part-time basis are encouraged to write to Dr. Centi giving 
full particulars on the opportunities available. 
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PSYCHOLOGY IN IRELAND 


J. McKenna, Ph.D. 
Dublin, Ireland 


The purpose of this short communication is to 
record the status of psychology and psychologists in 


Ireland. What I have to say is applicable only to the 
_ Republic of Ireland and not to the six northern coun- 
_ ties of Ireland which, politically, form part of the 

_ United Kingdom. 


In 1909 a federal National University was created 


_ in Ireland with its headquarters in Dublin and consti- 
_ tuent teaching colleges in Dublin, Cork, and.Galway, 
_ these institutions taking the place of the old Queen's 


Colleges. University College, Dublin, is in direct 
descent from the Catholic University of Ireland which 
opened in 1854 with Cardinal Newman as first Rector, 
and the Jesuit University which replaced Newman's 


University from 1883 to 1909. Besides these colleges 


of the National University of Ireland, there is Trinity 


_ College or Dublin University which is Protestant in 


general atmosphere, just as the colleges of the Na- 


_ tional University are Catholic. 


Psychology has always been taught in Irish Uni- 


) versities, but there has never been a chair of Psy- 
_ chology in its own right, and since it has always been 
_ attached to the departments of Philosophy, it is not 


perhaps psychology in the sense that our trans- 
atlantic colleagues would understand the term. Many 
people consider that the first strictly psychological 
monograph was written in Ireland by an Irishman, 
namely, ''The New Theory Vision" published in 1709 
by George Berkley, Bishop of Cloyne. He demon- 
strated in this publication how we perceive the third 
dimension, and he tackled this question not because 
of any philosophical implications, but simply because 
it was a problem demanding a solution. Psychology 
however has remained in its embryonic stages in 
the departments of philosophy until the past decade. 


In 1955 when the writer of the present article 
returned to Ireland after two years in Canada and 
the U.S.A., Rev. Professor E. F. O'Doherty oc- 
cupied the chair of Logic and Psychology in Univer- 
sity College, Dublin. Professor O'Doherty, a 
graduate of 'The National" and the Lateran Univer- 
, Rome, had done research in experimental 
ychology under Professor Bartlett of Cambridge 


where he had taken his Ph.D. degree, and since 

his appointment to the Chair in 1949, his interest 
and activity tended to focus more upon psychology 
than upon logic. He was on the Advisory Commit- 
tee to the Executive Board of the World Federation 
for Mental Health, on the Editorial Advisory Board 
of Acta Psychologica, and is currently a member of 
the Scientific Committee of W. F. M. H. and sever- 
al other internationally known bodies, Thus there 
existed favorable conditions for initiating a course 
purely in psychology and its applications. 


The first practicing psychologist to set up an 
applied psychology unit in Ireland was Rev. Dr. 
Dermot Casey, S.J., who started a Child Guidance 
and Vocational Guidance Clinic Centre in 1954. This 
Clinic developed until 1958, when Dr. Casey opened 
a day school for emotionally maladjusted children. 
In 1955 the Hospitaller Order of St. John of God 
opened the first Child Guidance Clinic in Ireland to 
be run on team lines with a psychiatrist, psychiat- 
ric social worker, and psychologist. Therapy is 
the principal function of the psychiatrists and the 
major portion of their time is allotted to this task, 
but there is no rigid delimitation of roles and the 
psychologist by virtue of his training in Clinical 
Psychology has a large caseload of practically every 
type for therapy. 


In 1956, the writer took over some of the teach- 
ing work in University College Dublin as assistant 
to Professor O'Doherty, and gave lectures to stu- 
dents of Education, Social Science and Medicine, 
but it was not until 1958 when plans were sufficient- , 
ly developed that the Department of Psychology could’ 
officially open its first course of training in Applied 
Psychology. Dr. Michael Tierney, President of 
U.C.D., managed to find, from the already over- 
crowded buildings of the present foundation, suffi- 
cient space to create a laboratory and lecture room 
and the first Department of Psychology in the coun- 
try was born. This course is open to graduates and 
lasts for three years with the third year being de- 
voted to research and thesis work for the M.A. in 
Psychology. 
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It may be of interest to mention some of the 
course tutors attached to the Department at U.C.D. 
Rev. Dr. Nolan has just returned to Ireland after 
completing a degree in Experimental Psychology at 
Cambridge. Dr. J. Stack is Medical Director of the 
Child Guidance Clinic and Dr. S. D. McGrath is Med- 
ical Director of St. John of God's Psychiatric Hospi- 
tal. The department is indebted to the physicians who 
have helped to resolve a conflict which often bedevils 
the relations between psychologists and similar pro-. 
fessional groups. Not only have they been vigorous in 
passing on freely their knowledge and experiences, 
but they have communicated to the students something 
of the rigorous training which shaped their own pro- 
fessional status, and promoted a tolerance, respect 
and friendship too often absent, when members of dif- 
ferent disciplines have overlapping interests in the 
same types of problems, Several hospitals in Dublin 
have shown their willingness to provide the students 
with opportunities for research, and the writer has 
been called in frequently for consultations with psy- 
chiatrists including several cases where expert opin- 
ion was required to be given in courts of law, This 
development is a most promising sign for those stu- 
dents who will eventually specialize in Clinical Psy- 
chology, 


There is no tradition of educational psychology in 
Ireland, In Trinity College, however, Professor 
Crawford of the Education Department, encourages 
the application of psychological principles and find- 
ings to teaching, The Irish National Teachers Organ- 
ization was one of the first bodies to endow the Psy- 
chology Department of U,C,D, with a fairly large 
gift of money, and has organized short summer 
courses for its members, with lectures given by the 
staff of the Psychology Department, The Vocational 
Education Committee and the Department of Educa- 
tion have shown a similar interest, and the three 
qualified teachers at present completing the psychol- 
ogy course should have no difficulty in finding suit- 
able occupation for their talents, 


In November 1959, the Human Sciences Commit- 
tee organized a conference in Dublin which concerned 
itself with the problem of fitting the job te the worker, 
Many eminent social scientists and psychologists 
frem Europe participated in this conference, and the 
audience consisted of a large body of employers and 
trade union delegates, In addition, the Institute of 
Public Administration and the Irish Institute of Man- 
agement have asked members of the Psychology De- 
partment to give lectures at their meetings and 


conferences, so that in the industrial field there ap- 
pears to be a fund of good will which could lend it- 
self to progressive development. 


This has been a summary, and in many ways, 
inadequate history of developments which have taken 
place within the past four or five years. One can 
see that the applications of psychology in the experi- 
mental, educational, clinical and industrial areas 
are still in their infancy, The emphasis at the mo- 
ment in Ireland appears to be on clinical rather 
than pure experimental work, as there is a greater 
need for clinical psychologists than for basic re- 
search, Another point which readers may have 
noted is that most of the practicing psychologists 
who rank first in the field are Catholic priests, and 
it is interesting to note that some of the major de- 
velopments outlined owe their inspiration to the 
Catholic Archbishop of Dublin, Rev. Dr, John C, 
McQuaid, While psychologists here may complain 
of the lack of money for research facilities, it must 
be remembered that Ireland has been a nation in 
its own right politically for a brief forty years, The 
beginnings of psychology, however, have been prom: 
ising and strenuous efforts are being made by indi- 
viduals to extend the progress, 


Because Ireland is a relatively small country 
and psychology a new science there, I have been 
able to outline the status of psychology adverting to 
practically every individual who is engaged in the 
field of psychology in some way, Possibly, how- 
ever, this is a rationalization, since one must talk 
of individuals when discussing any trend in Ireland, 
Yet I do not apologize for this, for I believe that, 
while groups and professional bodies are essential, 
status is something which will be created, not so 
much by dependence on them, as by the unremitting 
work of the individual psychologist, to build up an 
enduring respect for his profession, 


All psychologists in Ireland look back with gra- 
tification to those countries, universities and teach- 
ers who gave them their inspiration and training - 
America, Canada, Scotland, England, France and 
Italy - and try to keep effective the channels of 
communication which are so necessary to the de- 
velopment of any science, We can leok forward to 
an era of increase and growth, and hope that our 
profession will keep pace with the revival of the 
Irish nation which is now beginning to assume an 
important place among the progressive nations of 
the world, | 


a 
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ACPA MEMBERS IN PRINT 


J 


This column continues the listing of articles by ACPA members initiated in the last issue of the NEWS- 
ae The listing is limited to articles appearing in professional journals and goes back only as far as 
1959. Every effort will be made to provide as adequate a coverage as possible, but complete coverage can be 
achieved only if ACPA members send notification of articles as they are published. A simple post card will 
serve very well. Items for inclusion in this column should be addressed to: Dr. Alexander A. Schneiders, 
Fordham University, New York 58, N. Y. 


Amatora, Sister Mary (OSF), Investigation of certain economic factors in large families. J. sec. Psychol., 
1959, 49, 207-214. 
Amatora, Sister Mary (OSF), Analysis of certain recreational interests and activities and other variables in 
_ the large family. J. soc. Psychol,, 1959, 50, 225-231, 
Amatora, Sister Mary (OSF), Interests of pre-adolescent boys and girls. Genet. Psychol. Monogr., 1960, 
61, 77-113, 2 : 
Angers, W. P. Parental counseling in psychological services. J. soc. Ther,, 1959, 5, 299-306. 
Angers, W. P. Job counseling of the epileptic. J. Psychol., 1960, 49, 123-132. 
Bieliauskas, V. J., (with Bristow, R. B.) The effect of formal art training upon the quantitative scores of 
the H-T-P. J. clin. Psychol., 1959, 15, 57-59. | 
Bier, W. C. (SJ) Psychological evaluation of religious candidates. Bull, na, Cath. educ. Ass., 1959, 56, 
841-345, 
Birmingham, H. P. (with Taylor, F. V.) That confounded system performance measure -- a demonstration. 
_ Psychol, Rev., 1959, 66, 178-182. 
Boitano, J. J. (with Tolor, A.) Selection of socially desirable items in patient and non-patient groups. 
_ J. clin. Psychol., 1960, 16, 95-98. 
Collins, W. W. E. The effects of deuteranomaly and deuteranopia upon the foveal luminosity curve. J. Psychol., 
1959, 48, 285-297, 
Dillon, D. J. Differences between ascending and descending flicker-fusion thresholds among groups of hos- 
_ pitalized psychiatric patients and a group of normal control persons. J. Psychol., 1959, 48, 255-262. 
DiMichael, S. G. Psychological services in vocational rehabilitation. Washington, D.C.: Government Print- 
ing Office, 1959, pp. 53. 
DiMichael, S. G. Vocational rehabilitation and the mentally retarded: a statement of issues. Bull. U. S. 
Dept. Health, Educ., & Welfare, 1959, 28, 10-19. 
Filella, J. F. (SJ) Educational and sex differences in the organization of abilities in technical and academic 
students in Colombia, South America, Genet. Psychol. Monogr., 1960, 61, 115-163. 
leege, U. H. What I would like to see in Catholic schools. Cath. Educator, 1959, 30, 261-263. 
vik, L. J. (with Byrum, Mildred) MMPI profiles of parents of child psychiatric patients. J. clin. Psychol 
1959, 15, 427-431. 
liner, A. D. The use of interim measures of performance and suppression variables in appraising em- 
ployee potential. J. gen. Psychol., 1960, 62, 19-23. 
McGowan, J. F. (with Schmidt, L. D.) The differentiation of human figure drawings. J. consult. Psychol., 
+1959, 23, 129-133, 
Reinke, J. H. (SJ) The therapeutic value of music. Bull. na. Cath, educ. Ass., 1959, 56, 364-367. 


NEWS BRIEFS 


ACTIVITIES OF ACPA MEMBERS. Dr. John O. Meany of Rosary College, Chicago, presented a paper 
the December AAAS meetings on the topic: "Effects of Meprobamate and Perphenazine on Human Visual- 
tor Learning, Manifest Anxiety, and Values"....At the Third Annual Teacher Guidance Clinic held at St. 
rancis College, Brooklyn, on February 12, a demonstration of counseling procedures was telecast on closed 

cuit television. Br. John Egan, F.S.C.H. of Iona College demonstrated counseling techniques with fresh- 
from St. Francis and Marymount Colleges....Three ACPA members participated in the First Annual 
of the Academy of Religion and Mental Health, held in New York City, January 14-15. Rev. Vincent 
Herr, S.J., of Loyola University, Chicago, discussed "Curricula for Seminarians;" Rev. Charles A. 
ran, also of Loyola, Chicago, moderated the panel on the "Role of the Clergy in Counseling;" and Bruce P. 
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Muller, of Manhattan College, was a discussant in the panel on "Miracle Drugs and Morals"....Rev. James 
Filella, S.J., of St. Xavier College, Bombay, read a paper in the Psychology Section of the Indian Science 
Congress, held in Bombay, India, from January 3-10. The paper dealt with an exploratery, factor-analysis 
study of interest and personality variables in a group of sophomore college students....Dr. Alexander A. 
Schneiders of Fordham University addressed a group of 140 engaged couples in the pre-Cana group on Febru- 
ary 14 on the topic: "Achieving Compatability in Marriage"....Rev. Noel Mailloux, O.P. of the University of 
Montreal was the recipient in Montreal on February ll of the Mental Health Award. This award consists of a 
citation and a sum of $1,000, donated by a leading Montreal citizen to the Mental Hygiene Institute and given 
every three years to the Canadian who makes an outstanding contribution to the mental health of the Canadian 
people. In addition to his work at the University of Montreal, Father Mailloux is also Director of Technical 
Services in the Centre d'Orientation, a residential treatment centre for problem children in Montreal. The 
Award was given to Father Mailloux particularly for his work in the area of Juvenile Delinquency, and for his 
research into the personality of delinquent boys with a view to improving their treatment....Sr. Loretta Maria 
Sheehy, S.C. of the College of St. Vincent, Chairman of the Education Committee and member of the Profes- 
sional Advisory Committee of the New Jersey Association for Mental Health, has been named to the Board of 
Directors of the Association....The Metropolitan Round Table of Catholic College Counselors meeting at 
Marymount College on February 5 considered "The Role of the Faculty Advisor." Maureen Fitzgerald of 
Marymount College, Dr. Fabian L. Rouke, of Manhattan College, and Br. Philip, O.S.F., of St. Francis Col- 
lege were among the panel members....Sr. Mary Estelle Muth has been appointed to the Executive Council of 
the Wisconsin Personnel and Guidance Association....Dr. Anthony J. Summo of Manhattan College addressed 
the Teachers' Institute at the Hotel New Yorker on February 3 on the topic: 'Leaders must be Readers." 

This particular section of the Institute was chaired by Br. Lawrence Joseph of Mt. St. Michael's High School.. 
Rev. Walter J. Smith, of Catholic University, who has been the chief promoter of the projected ACPA Charter 
Flight to the International Congress in Bonn, Germany, reports progress on the flight plans. A Pan American 
Airways plane has been secured for departure from New York on July 29 and the tentative return date is 
August 28. Round trip fare for the projected flight would run around $300 to $325. Not enough reservations 
had been secured at the time of the last communication from Father Smith to make the flight a certainty, but 
its promoters are optimistic that the needed number will be secured. Additional information on the flight can 
be secured from Father Smith at Catholic University. 


COMMENT ON NEWS COVERAGE IN THE NEWSLETTER 


Recently, the editors of the ACPA NEWSLETTER received a communication from Dr. Earl J. Kronen- 
berger to which he gave the title 'A Comparison of Total Representation vs. Newsletter Representation of 
ACPA Members." Dr. Kronenberger begins as follows: "The insatiatable appetite of psychologists to anal- 
yze, scrutinize and criticize (or whatever "ize'' you prefer) their own publications seized me in such propor- 
tions while reading the past ACPA Newsletter that I was forced to give in to this need and become one of 
those "psychologists" who does research in this area." He stressed the fact that "certain regions seemed to 
be more strongly represented than others," and that "certain names seemed to be appearing at regular inter- 
vals." 


Dr. Kronenberger, using the six issues of the year 1959, listed the names of all those appearing in the 
"Activities and New Posts for ACPA Members" section of the NEWSLETTER according to the region in 
which the individual resided. The regions used are those 15 districts of ACPA membership, furnished with 
the geographical listing of members. One of the tables accompanying the letter is presented later. 


The table reveals, as Dr. Kronenberger points out, that Regions II, IV, [IX and XII are represented more 
strongly in the NEWSLETTER than their total representation on a regional basis. In contrast, regions II, 
V, VI, Vl, VII, X and XIII receive less than their due mention. The remaining regions are receiving men- 
tion in keeping with the number of their members. K 

The editors of the NEWSLETTER appreciate the author's interest, and they, too, are concerned over the 
problem. A reshuffling and reorganization of the districts with a view to greater numerical equality, and the 
appointing of more regional representatives is in the planning stage, with hopes of completion by the May 
issue. Also, at the time of receipt of the communication, a letter was being typed to be sent to the district. 


Total Representation NEWSLETTER Representation 
Region N % N % 

I 37 5.93 5 5.38 
II 162 25.96 32 34, 40 
il 37 5.93 1 1.08 
IV 49 7.58 16 17.20 
Vv 38 6.08 3 3.22 
VI 20 3,21 af 1.08 
vil 20 3.21 1 1.08 
a‘gist 55 8.81 3 3.22 
Xx 46 7.57 9 9.67 
x 47 7.54 4 4,30 
XI 12 1.92 1 1.08 
XII 21 3.36 i 7.52 
x1 27 4.33 2 2.15 
XIV 34 5.13 5 5.38 
XV CTO EE ly 3. 23 
624 100.00 93 100.00 


representatives which read in part as follows: "News items for inclusion into the NEWSLETTER are becom- 
ing more and more scarce, You have noticed, undoubtedly, that the majority of items involve persons in and 
around New York City. This is because we are able to keep our fingers on the pulse of events which occur in 
the area. We are not able to do the same for other regions and the end result is not fair to our members in 
these regions. It is certain that our members give talks, read papers, obtain promotions, change positions, 
etc. This is the news we seek." 


It is evident that news items can be inserted in the NEWSLETTER only if we know about them. The 
first problem, therefore, is how to secure a representative pool of news items. The news representatives 
assume the responsibility for gathering news items for their regions, but they must remain mainly dependent 
upon the members to furnish the items. If you want other ACPA members to know what you have accomplished 
(and you should), then you should notify your regional representative or the editors directly. From the edi- 
tors' point of view, there is a second problem arising after the news items have been assembled. Some selec- 
tion must be exercised over the items to be included, otherwise the problem noted by Dr. Kronenberger would 
be worse than it is, and the News Briefs could become a collection of mere trivia, which, we suspect, is what 
some ACPA members think they have largely been. This is a real problem which the editors are quite gen- 
| uinely interested in solving, as far as a solution is possible. Your suggestions would be very gratefully re- 
| ceived. 
| 


BOOK REVIEW SECTION 


Gilbert, Doris Wilcox. BREAKING THE READING BARRIER. Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice Hall, 
1959, Pp. viii + 275. $3.75. 


| In the last five years many books to help adults adult education centers, and in certain industrial and 


_ and students of college level have been published but extension classes. She adds that the book is not in- 
few are as complete and well organized as Breaking tended for good readers or for those who are severe- 


the Reading Barrier. The author states in the fore- | ly handicapped. 

word that this book is intended to help students and 

others who wish to read more effectively and is de- Since this book was written for those who are 

_ signed for use where reading is taught - in reading competent with simple material but lack independence 
classes and clinics, in special freshman groups and with more difficult material, I think the author has 


provided an excellent means for this group to im- 
prove their reading skills. 


Breaking the Reading Barrier is divided into 12 


chapters. Each chapter includes a variety of exer- 
cises to improve the following skills: phrase read- 
ing, sentence reading, paragraph reading, reading 
a short passage, vocabulary building, and speed of 
interpretation. The exercises are plentiful and well 
organized. 


The selections are interesting. Inclusion of non- 
prose material such as reading of charts and graphs 
is helpful and is often omitted from books of this na- 
ture. The appendix provides progress charts so that 
students may keep a record of their progress in rate, |. 
comprehension, and in the variety of skills covered 
by this book. The author has provided a wise variety 
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of exercises, tests of comprehension, plus a great 
variety of types of directions to follow. 


An important feature of this book is the inclusion 
of a reading test at the beginning of the book which 
may be analyzed to find reading weaknesses before 
starting the exercises. At the end of the book an- | 
other test is given so that each individual may meas- 
ure his progress, 


To summarize, Breaking the Reading Barrier is 


an excellent book for reading classes, and can also 
be used independently by a student or adult who is 
interested in improving his reading skills. Anyone 
who follows this book systematically should be able 
to improve his reading skills. 


Katharine G. Stefic 
Remedial Clinic 


Catholic University 
Washington, D.C. 


Thompson, George G., Gardner, Eric F., and Di Vesta, Francis J. EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY. New 


York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1959. 


This book, written by three psychologists from 
Syracuse University, presents only a functional ori- 
entation of psychological facts and principles ad- 
judged to be most valuable to the classroom teacher. 
The nonfunctional topics usually found in educational 
psychology books have been eliminated and only gen- 
eralizations based on sound and widely accepted psy- 
chological theory and research have been considered 
which would prove of utility to today's teacher. 


The book is divided into five Parts consisting of 
twenty-four relatively independent chapters. Parts 
I to V present accordingly: an overview of the ma- 
turation and experiential influences on pupil's be- 
havior; the role of evaluation and measurement in 
understanding the individual; the teacher's role and 
function in achieving optimal learning conditions in 
the classroom; the pupil's personality development, 
adjustment, and integration; and the teacher's ad- 
justment to profession, community, and life. 


Appropriate psychological generalizations and 
applications are very effectively presented by the 
authors in a simple and easy reading style. The 
material is well organized, realistic in treatment, 
and clear. With intent to avoid ostentatious scholar- 
ship, the authors have kept documentation to a 
minimum although the references at the end of 
chapters are appropriate and ample for further 
study of the topics even by the most challenging 


Pp. xx +535. $6.00. 


and ambitious student. The psychological content dif- 
ficult to understand by the printed word is depicted 
in graphic form and is further illustrated, explained, 
and enlivened by approximately 272 original drawings, 
half-tones, and colored charts. Although many of the 
pictorial illustrations, as for example the Peanuts 
cartoon found on page 414 illustrating the defense 
mechanisms of displacement are interesting, appro- 
priate, and self-explanatory, some visual aids seem 
needless as, e.g., the daydreamer on page 36. A_ 
Student Workbook with many suggested projects and 
exercises is skillfully coordinated with the text. 


The distinct and valuable features of this intro- 
ductory educational psychology text are: the psy- 
chological generalizations presented from a function- - 
al frame of reference for the prospective classroom 
teacher; the re-enforcement of major facts and 
principles via many interesting, amusing, and ap- 
propriate illustrations, drawings, and cartoons dis- 
seminated throughout the book; the numerous case 
studies and anecdotal records elucidating the appli- 
cation of psychological principles to educational 
practice; and the two excellent autobiographies de- 
scribing the adjustment problems in a career of 
teaching, 


Catholic psychologists may need to correct the 5 
misconception of formal discipline as presented in 
the text and to supplement considerably especially 


‘ 


Be ae 


the areas of learning and character formation with 


definite and correct principles. This book is best 
suited for an elementary educational psychology 


“| course for teacher trainees at the Freshman and 


Sophomore levels. 


Fordham University John M. Skalski 


‘New York New. 


Oraison, Marc. LOVE OR CONSTRAINT? SOME PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 
(Trans. by Una Morrissey). New York: Kenedy, 1959. Pp. 172. $3.75. 


According to Father Oraison there is a tragic 
weakness in modern religious education which cannot 
be corrected merely by revising the catechism, be- 
cause the problem is psychological rather than the-— 
ological in nature. "The harmonious development 
of religious life in the adult....is conditioned, toa 
certain extent and as far as its points of departure 
are concerned, by the atmosphere in which he has 
lived in his childhood years. This conditioning is 
essentially emotional long before it can be intellec- 
tual."" (p. 128) "The ideal normal adult man would 


be he who fully, spontaneously and positively felt the 


need not of others, but to be with others and to be 
something to others." (p. 27) (author's italics). In 
reality many adults never break the bonds of selfish- 
ness. The human spirit should break away from the 
constraints of narcissistic emotional needs through 
self-donation but modern psychology has recognized 
that narcissism is a condition which is altogether 
normal in so far as it is universal. Religious educa- 
tion must lead to the pouring out of self in an act of. 
loving union with God who is our Father but in prac- 
tice "the older a man grows the more God appears 
to him in the monstrous guise of a vigilant police- 
man." (p. 33) The fault lies with parents who can- 
not see into the dark regions of their own minds. 


The author pleads with Catholic parents to accept 
the fact of their own unconscious frustrations and to 
teach religious principles with psychological in- 
sight. In several of the best passages of the book he 
unmasks the unconscious elements in the thinking of 
parents. He drags up for observation the possessive 
instincts, the emotional projections and the selfish 
transferences by which parents prevent children from 
escaping from a state of dependence and maturing 
into autonomous human beings. Father Oraison kind- 
ly softens the blow for sensitive parents by stress- 
ing the fact that these all too human errors are not 


culpable because they are involuntary but a deeper 


insight could have prevented them. In spite of the 
good intentions of their parents, children are emo- 


tionally frustrated, kept dependent, prevented from 
rising above selfishness and disabling constraints. 


Many of them will never achieve the act of falling in 
love with either God or man. 


_ This probing of the unconscious foundations of _ 
‘Teligious education touches some tender spots. Can 
it be that a certain type of devotion to the Blessed 


| Virgin is an emotionally unhealthy mother-complex? 


Why is it that certain adult Catholics are obsessed 
‘with an intense anxiety about some secondary precept 
but fail to understand and live the major precept of 
charity? Perhaps there can be a subtle perversion 
‘of paternal authority by which an over-compensating 
‘father all unconsciously substitutes himself for God 
in the religious discipline of the home with the result 
that his children come to react toward their Father 
‘in heaven either with terror or rebellion. The early 
‘formation of a pseudo-moral super-ego is a neces- 
sary, perfectly normal step, but why is it that many 
adults never replace the super-ego with the true 
morality of the spirit? For the most part the author 
probes gently. Some open-minded perceptive parents 
will welcome the truth in his diagnosis. 


Discussing the unconscious, Father Oraison is 
well aware of the suspicions which his views will 
stir up among Catholics. It is one of the notable 
achievements of his pen that he is able to explain 
Freud's theory of personality development with an 
engaging plausibility. He achieves this objective © 
partly by softening the harsh terminology of psycho- — 
analysis and partly by reducing, perhaps over- — 
simplifying, the oral, the anal and oedipal stages 
down to common-sense fundamentals. But with all 
its many merits, this book is not likely to convince 
the average parent. If the clergy accept these views, 
perhaps they can make some headway in translating 
them to the laity but only parents can make the prac- 
tical application. In any case this is an excellent 
book in which inspiring truths from theology are re- 
lated to psychological foundations of behavior. 
Father Marc Oraison, priest, physician and psychol- 
ogist, graduate of the Institut Catholique de Paris 
and former French army lieutenant, is now engaged 
in pastoral work at the Church of the Trinity in Paris. 


Fordham University 
New York, N. Y. 


Philip H. O'Neill, S. J. 


oe tat 
Daniel, Robert S. (Ed.) CONTEMPORARY READINGS IN GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY. Boston: Houghton 


Mifflin, 1959. Pp. xiii +385. $3.25. 


The task of reviewing this collection of readings 
has been a most delightful one. The breadth of the 
selections is excellent, ranging from those which 


give the student a grasp of the place of psychology in 


the modern world to those covering the major areas 
of general psychology. Perhaps of greater import- 
ance for the student in his first psychology course, 
the articles are uniformly interesting and stimulat- 
ing with a minimum of confusing terminology. The 
selections make the field of psychology live for the 
reader. But when the reviewer checked the sources 
from which these articles were drawn, he was 
amazed to note that practically all came from non- 
psychological publications. 


Despite the popular style of writing, the articles 
are quite accurate and informative about the various 
areas of general psychology. The treatment of the 
material is consistently scientific and avoids exces- 


sive generalizations that are sometimes offensive to 
the Christian psychologist. The articles point out the 


strength but also the limitation of the scientific method | 


when applied to the study of man. The facts are pre- 
sented and left to speak for themselves. 


To sum up, this reviewer feels that the book ful- 
fills in an excellent manner the aim of its author to 
present to the college student a selection of readings 
from great behavioral scientists that both satisfy the 
newcomer's curiosity about psychology and stimulate 
him to further investigate the field. It presents some 


* of the best of psychology in a most understandable and 


interesting way. It is a must for all those who have 
been looking for a way to make the first course of 
psychology more interesting and stimulating. 


Bellarmine College 
Louisville, Kentucky 


Rev. Joseph H. Voor 
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